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Cover photo 
Benny Allison’s Blue Creek 
Bluegrass Band, NE Georgia 


Allison Family Reunion 
Photo by Michael Allison 


Whenever the National Allison-Allanson Family 
Association sends out a call for the family to gather, 
great heritage music is always a part of the plan. The 
Northeast Georgia Allison Reunion held on May 7 in 
Cleveland, Georgia upheld that popular tradition, 
thanks to Benny Allison and the very talented 
members of his Blue Creek Bluegrass Band. 

Here singer and Allison descendant Deann Bentley 
of White County, Georgia is featured on guitar and 
vocals. Deann is the daughter of new member 
Rebecca Joyce Allison Bentley, a granddaughter of 
well known former White County Sheriff William 
Levi “Bill” Allison (1898-1972) and wife Mollie. 

Bill Allison was the son of Carter Lafayette “Fate” 
Allison, a son of Noah Allison who was the son of 
North Carolina born Thomas Allison. Thomas’ 
Maryland born father Benjamin Allison, Jr,. brought 
his large family from western North Carolina to the 
nearby Blue Ridge Mountains of Georgia in 1824. 

Benny Allison (not pictured here) and Deann, along 
with the other members of the band, added that very 
special touch that helped to make the Northeast 
Georgia Allison reunion such a great success. See 
page 6 for reunion story and photographs. 


Auxiliary board 

Lloyd Allison, Cleveland, Georgia; Roy Melton, 
Smyrna, Georgia; Faye Allison McCall, Pisgah 
Forest, North Carolina; Barbara Westmoreland, 
Cleveland, Georgia; Ann Allison Martin, 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Bill Allison, Big 
Prairie, Ohio; Ed Allison, Travelers Rest, South 
Carolina; Milus Allison, Saint Clair, Michigan; 
Jean Pickelsimer Young, Pisgah Forest, North 
Carolina Monique Allison, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia; Pete Allison, Virginia Beach, Virginia; 
Walter Aiken, Jr., Ocala, Florida; Nadine Raxter 
Ashe, Horse Shoe, North Carolina; Ed Guest, 
Tucker, Georgia; Wilson Kent, Hot Springs, North 
Carolina; June Allison Jinkins, Cedar Grove, 
Tennessee; Frank Lewis, Shallotte, North Carolina; 
Mary Lewis, Shallotte, North Carolina; Carolyn 
Allison Rhea, Chattanooga, Tennessee; Ada 
Rudisail, Etowah, North Carolina; 





From the ition 


I want to personally thank everyone who had a 
hand in holding the wonderful reunion in Georgia on 
May 7. I can’t tell you how glad I was that I could 
come, and how much I enjoyed myself. 

A special thank you goes to the reunion chairman 
Barbara Westmoreland, and to Benny Allison and his 
band. Benny’s grandparents, Bill and Mollie Allison, 
were dear, dear friends and cousins of my own family 
when I was growing up in White County. Thank you 
everyone from the bottom of my heart! 

Belle Miller 
Covington, Georgia 





I would be remiss if I didn't take just a moment to 
express my thanks to Michael, to Barbara 
Westmoreland and her family, and to Benny Allison 
and his band for the wonderful get-together that we 
had on Saturday, May 7. 

The entertainment was excellent. No one puts on a 
show quite like Benny Allison and his band! 

The food was great. The numerous, historical 
displays were entertaining and informative, and the 
weather was magnificent (not that I give you credit for 
that!!). 

I know that we added many members — more than 
50 I believe to the National Allison-Allanson 
Association roll. Hopefully, those membership forms 
that went home in purses and pockets will be returned, 
generating even more new members. 

Barbara, please accept my thanks for all of 
your planning and hard work. Also send our thanks to 
your entire family. You thought of everything, even 
the golf cart ride to the "conveniences! Please send 
Jay a special thank you for that! I sincerely hope that 
this will become an annual event. 

My family and I look forward with great 
anticipation to the Hiawassee Allison Reunion in 
June, and to the National Reunion in October. 

Thank you to everyone who plays a part in 
reuniting the many branches of the Allison family! 

Diane Guest 
Tucker, Georgia 





Many people are due a round of thanks for all the 
work and effort that made the northeast Georgia 
Allison family reunion such a successful event for the 





National Allison-Allanson Family Association. 

Barbara Westmoreland, chairman and organizer of 
the reunion, is tops on that list. And thanks to your 
wonderful family that came out and helped. Your 
children worked hard and we appreciate all they did. 

Benny Allison and his great band deserve a roaring 
round of applause for giving up so much of their time 
on a busy Saturday so that our special family 
gathering could be even more special. Thank you, 
Benny, Deann, and the other members of the band for 
making that happen for us. 

And of course we have to add to that list all the 
cousins who came, especially everyone who joined 
the association that day! We warmly welcome all 56 
of you! We hope to see all of you in October! 

Nina L. Allison 
Sterrett, Alabama 


How do you say “thank you” to so many people? 
The board members of the Allison family Association 
hit the ground running, putting up displays & doing 
anything else they could to help make our day in the 
park a success. 

This makes me know that my family doesn't stop at 
my own door. I have an extra family as a member of 
the Allison family Association. I have so many family 
members, and there is so much love. 

We all had a grand time. I look forward to doing it 
again next year! With all my love, and thanks for May 
7th in White County. 

Barbara Westmoreland, 
Helen, Georgia 


Delay reprinting back 
issues of The Voice 


In the February issue, we announced a 
project to reprint all back issues of this 
publication for sale to members. We regret 
that due to an extensive remodeling project to 
expand Michael Allison’s home office where 
all association work is done, it is currently 
impossible to offer these back issues at this 
time. As soon as the remodeling project is 
finished and Michael moves into the new 
expanded office, the originals of the back 
issues can be unpacked and prepared for 
publishing. Watch for updates on this soon. 
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i And so will the 2005 National 
_ Allison Family Reunion. Make 
' your plans today! 


P- Don’t miss the very special 
milepost 10" edition of our 
f proud old family’s grand fall 
- gathering. 


_ Weekend of October 15 | 
» Brevard, North Carolina { 





Results of February vote 


Mail-in ballots returned by our members over- 
whelmingly approved both issues proposed by the 
board of directors. Those two issues were a dues 
increase for the coming association year and an 
Internet access requirement for a prospective member 
of the board of directors to be elected and to remain 
on the board. 

198 members returned ballots and participated in 
the decision making process. Of those 198 ballots, 
194 votes were cast in favor of requiring Internet 
access for all members of the board of directors. Four 
members voted against this proposal. 

The members have firmly supported the board’s 
request for a dues increase for the new association 
year that will allow the association to stay up with 
inflation, especially publishing and mailing costs. 

196 members voted in favor of a dues increase to 
$25 per year for the 2005-2006 association year that 
begins October 1, 2005. Only two members voted 
against that proposal. 

“My sincere thanks to all of you for the 
overwhelmingly positive support and the quick 
understanding of the need to increase dues to stay up 
with rapidly rising costs of operation,’ said 
association president Michael Allison. “Without that 
dues increase, I could not continue delivering the 
quality publication you’ ve all come to expect. 

Michael added, “Let’s hope we have no need of 
more dues increases for several years to come!” 


Northeast Georgia reunion 


nets 56 new assoc. members 


Thanks to the highly successful Northeast Georgia 
Allison Family Reunion on May 7 in Cleveland, 
Georgia in White County, the association is delighted 
to welcome 56 new members who have just joined us. 

Fifty-two of those new members are “full 
members” with verifiable kinship. Four of the 
newcomers are new associate members who have 
evidence of a possible connection to our family and 
who are working hard to establish that connection. 

In addition, the association expects to receive an 
additional half dozen new memberships by mail in the 
next few weeks, all a direct result of the special 
reunion in Georgia. 

The reunion was so successful and so beneficial to 
the greater family that plans are already underway to 
make it an annual event. 


Michael Allison 





Anociation Prerident 


We battled the odds and we’ve won! 


The National Allison-Allanson Family Association 
is known far and wide — far beyond just the Allison 
family. 

It may come as a surprise to some of you that 
we’re now the envy of families all across America. 
And thanks to the Internet, we are indeed known 
around the country and among other family 
associations who watch us closely. 

I often communicate with a few dozen presidents 
of other family associations. All regularly scratch 
their heads in amazement at our constantly growing 
string of successes. 

These other presidents all ask, “How do you 
Allisons do it?” 

They’re amazed that we’ve developed a magazine 
format publication that has grown far beyond the 
typical little newsletter approach that’s the best the 
average family organization can hope for. 

They find it hard to believe that we have never run 
out of fascinating topics and people to write about in 
that publication. And they envy the fact that our 
publication holds great interests with the entire 
family, not just a tiny handful of genealogists. 

They’re amazed that we’re able to gather the funds 
and the people to produce a massive annual national 
level gathering of the family. And they’re most 
amazed that we consistently get a maximum capacity 
crowd at each and every edition of that annual 
gathering! Our top quality heritage reunion 
entertainment turns them all green with envy! 

These other association presidents are astonished 
that we’ve never reached the limits of growth, and 
that we just keep on expanding as we discover lost 
tribes of the family and reunite them with the greater 
family. 

Many of these family associations have done just 
the opposite of our growth. They’ve dropped in 
numbers as the new has worn off and as curiosity has 
been satisfied. 

These other family association presidents are 
downright flabbergasted over the Allison family’s 


rich cultural and racial diversity, and how we 
celebrate that wonderfully rich diversity instead of 
letting it divide us. 

Several presidents wonder how we’ve avoided the 
infighting that is taking place in many family 
associations today as a harshly divided America’s 
social, political, and religious fights have been 
brought into the organizations by those who would 
shamefully use the family as a battleground to 
promote personal agenda. 

One large family association caved in last year 
and just shut down, sick and tired of the battle of the 
right versus the left being fought in the family. 

Another large family association folded after a 
handful of holier-than-thou religious extremists who 
were hell-bent on gaining personal power over others 
managed to seize control of the organization, and 
then attempted to force that family to bow to their 
personal beliefs and will. 

And just what did these power-hungry zealots win? 
Nothing! The religious dictatorship quickly drove 
away the family and destroyed the organization. 

Fortunately for the Allison family, we’ve proved 
immune to America’s social, political and religious 
ills. And that’s because of one thing — we refuse to 
tolerate it. We have one purpose here, and it’s not a 
battle for social, religious, or political supremacy. 

I think the one thing that most amazes others about 
us that we truly have rediscovered the lost tie that 
binds total strangers into instant cousins, how 
passionately we nurture it, and how strongly we stand 
ready to protect the massive reunited family we 
miraculously created from dust — from lost tribes of 
separated cousins who had lost their heritage and 
their story, and had lost that sense of belonging. 

Yes, we’re a success story, but our greatest success 
is yet to come. Even though we’re about to celebrate 
the 10th edition of the National Allison Family 
Reunion, we’ve just gotten started rediscovering our 
identity and rediscovering a great American family. 
Come along for the ride. It’s a rich journey. 


4 


125 cousins attend special northeast Georgia reunion! 


Long-lost cousins came from all parts of the 
northeast Georgia mountains. Some of those family 
lines had been separated from the greater family for 
as much 175 years! 

Organizers were delighted that a crowd of about 
125 total came for varying lengths of time during the 
course of the day, but are keenly aware that this first 
effort just barely skimmed the surface of an area 
where huge numbers of Allisons from several family 
lines are spread all across the southern edge of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. 

While everyone is thrilled that 56 new association 
members have been reunited with the greater family, 
there is potential for hundreds more — if only they 
can be found and brought home. 

Thanks for the excellent work of reunion chairman 
Barbara Westmoreland and her dedicated family, we 
now have our foot in the door and the contacts 
established that will lead us to the rest of those huge 
lost tribes. 


‘eben : » 


The entertainment tent was the center of attention. Benny Allison, Cleveland, Georgia on guitar at far right. 





Left: Barbara Westmoreland 
(center) talks family history 
with cousins Lanier and 
Barbara Allison Chambers, 
Cleveland, Georgia, new 
association members. 


Right: New members Sandy 
and Ron Metz traveled all 
the way from Lockart, Texas 
for the special reunion 


Photos by Diane Guest 









Reunion chairman and generous donor Barbara Westmoreland, 
Helen, Georgia, at right with granddaughter Madison 
Westmoreland. At left, Barbara’s sons Richard Thacker and Jay 
Westoreland (at rear). Photo by Diane Guest 





Photo by Becky Howell 





Recent new member Arnold 
Allison, Waynesvile, North 
Carolina gets name tag from 
Dottie Allison, Travelers Rest, 
South Carolina. 


New member J. B. Addis, 
Clarkesville, Georgia, at left, 
with Ed Guest, Tucker, 
Georgia, and Tom Allison, 
Riverdale, Georgia 


All photos this page 
by Diane Guest 

















Mae Pettit Loggins, 
Cleveland, Georgia, with 
new members Gabriel 
Loggins, Cleveland, and 
Diane Loggins Holden, 
Cornelia, Georgia 


Long-term association 
member Belle Miller, 
Covington, Georgia 





brough (above) and Mildred Kimbrough 
((below), both of Smyrna, Georgia 





Busy family history tables got much attention. At rear left, Tom Allison, Gastonia, North 
Carolina talks with Richard Green, Cartersville, Georgia, and Sue Kimberly, Dallas, 
Georgia. At center, new member Walter Thomas Allanson, Cumming, Georgia, and at 
right, new member Phyllis Barfield, Cleveland, Georgia. 
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Getting ready to celebrate the 10" annual gathering! 


2005 National Allison Family Reunion plans almost complete 
Mark your calendars today and make your family’s firm plans to attend 


October and brilliant fall color are still months 
away, but the members of the board of directors of 
the National Allison-Allanson Family Association 
have been busy since last year thinking “autumn 
2005”, getting everything ready for October and the 
best day ever for the massive reunited Allison family. 


e 2005 dates - October 14-15 


Reunion events will kick off on the evening of 
Friday, October 14 and continue to a grand finale on 
the evening of Saturday, October 15. Sunday is free 
time for fall leaf lookin’ and sight-seeing on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway or other area attractions, or for your 
drive home. 

Plan to stay over for both evenings, Friday, 
October 14 and Saturday, October 15. Don’t miss 
a moment of this special celebration. 


e Make hotel reservations NOW! 


If you’ve not yet made your lodging reservations, 
see page 11 for the great hotel and motel options 
available to you, then pick up the phone TODAY! 

Due to peak fall tourist season in western North 
Carolina’s Blue Ridge Mountains, all lodging 
facilities will sell out long before the reunion date. 
Don’t delay! 


e Reunion Reservations with 


advance catered meal payments 

Sorry, no one can be admitted to reunion events 
without advance reservations and advance catered 
meal payments. 

The association is unable to have extra meals and 
extra table seating available should someone arrive 
without a reservation. We are unable to admit “walk- 
ins” arriving without reservations. Seating is limited. 

You'll receive your reunion reservation form 
and information packet with a full schedule of 
events, updates, and maps to all events in a special 
September mailing. 

Reserving for the reunion is simple. Just complete 
your reservation form for the exact number of people 
in your party and return the form with payment for 
your party’s meals by the cut-off date stated on the 
form. The cut-off date is a very generous one week 
prior to the reunion. 
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e Who can attend? 


The National Allison Family Reunion is an annual 
private event presented by the dues-paying members 
of the National Allison-Allanson Family Association. 
The association cordially invites all members of our 
huge Allison family to attend as guests of the 
association members. 

Please spread the word to everyone on your side of 
the family! And while you’re spreading the word, 
please be sure and let everyone know that attendance 
is strictly by advance reservation with advance 
payment for catered meals. We would hate for 
someone to arrive without reservations and be 
terribly disappointed at the door when they are turned 
away. 


e Two delicious catered meals 

Friday evening dinner is on your own at one of 
several great area restaurants (suggested restaurants 
coming in your reunion information packet in 
September). 

Catered meals are included at both Saturday 
reunion events, including a catered luncheon banquet 
and a very fun, casual, rustic dinner on Saturday 
evening. 


e Friday events 

Friday evening is for socializing in a very relaxed, 
low key environment before the big day starts on 
Saturday. 

After enjoying Friday dinner on your own, join the 
family at 7:30 p.m. at Brevard Hampton Inn’s large 
conference room and adjoining lobby area for 
socializing with hot cocoa, coffee, and a dessert 
party. It’s the perfect time for meeting and greeting 
your cousins from all across America! 

There’s no better chance for Allison genealogists 
to spend the evening together talking family history 
and exchanging information. An area of the lobby 
area conference rooms will be set aside for a family 
history swap-shop! 


e Saturday morning events 

Day-time events on Saturday will follow family 
tradition, beginning at 8:30 a.m. on the campus of 
Brevard College. 


This event is the heart of the reunion and will 
include wonderful live music by several top quality 
musicians, including the Dowdon Sisters Band, 
Allison Melton, and Pyramid Brass. And as always 
there will be family history, door prizes, an auction, 
the reunion banquet luncheon, and a memorial 
service. 


e Monumental family portrait 

To mark the special 10" year milepost, hundreds of 
cousins will gather for a monumental family portrait 
that will go down in history. Be present and be a part 
of this historic family portrait! 

Following the reunion, the portrait will be 
published in a special souvenir booklet that will 
include the name, town and state, and the ancestry of 
each person pictured. Don’t miss this chance for you 
and your family to go down in family history! 

The family portrait will be made in early to mid 
afternoon after the close of the daytime reunion 
event. 


Special Saturday evening event 


e The Magic of Autumn Past 
Under the brilliant Hunter’s Moon 


Gather on the torch-lit banks of Davidson River for 
a taste of autumn the way it used to be, when times 
were slower and old-time, low tech fun was still very 
much in fashion. 

As the sun starts sliding down behind Cold 
Mountain and the huge autumn Hunter’s Moon starts 
rising in the east, hundreds of cousins will gather on 
the river banks for a tribute to our past through an 
evening of good food, fun, music, dancing, and 
singing. 

Regardless of the weather, everyone can get 
warm and toasty inside our huge heated tent, or 
relax just outside the tent by either of two big roaring 
fires flanking the outdoor dance floor and stage. 

You'll be greeted with a sunset pops concert by 
Pyramid Brass. Whatever your tastes in music, they’l1 
have it for you — from the old-time American 
classics and pops, and from ragtime to Dixieland 
jazz! Immediately after dinner, the Drover’s Old 
Time Medicine Show Band will take the stage for an 
evening of fun like you’ve never seen at a reunion 
before. And of course we’ll have moonlight dancing 
to that great music. 

Joining us after dinner for the outdoor show will be 
reunion favorites, Southern Mountain Fire Cloggers, 
western North Carolina’s hottest clogging team. 


For the Saturday evening outdoor event, you’ll 
need to pack a light weight folding lawn chair, such 
as a chair-in-a-bag, for your seating. 


e Heated tent will insure your 


family’s evening comfort outdoors 

Autumn brings wonderfully fresh, cool 
temperatures, especially deep in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains where elevation is an important factor. For 
2005, even if especially cool fall air slides down from 
Canada, the Allison fun will go on as planned, 
without missing a beat. 

The special evening event outdoors on Saturday, 
October 15 will feature a huge tent on the river bank 
site. The southwest, west, and northwest sides of the 
tent will be fully enclosed, blocking off any wind. 
The east wall of the tent will be open to the outdoor 
dance floor only yards away, our reunion stage, two 
roaring fires, and the food service area. 

Propane patio heaters will be placed about the tent 
to insure a cozy evening for those who are sensitive to 
cooler temperatures. Even with one tent wall open, 
the high output heaters will insure comfort. 

This arrangement allows those who need higher 
temperatures for personal comfort to be right in the 
middle of the fun and to see everything those sitting 
outside by the fires can see. It’s truly the perfect 
arrangement! 

“There’s absolutely no reason any family member 
of any age should miss a moment of the fun this 
year,” says association president Michael Allison. 
“From the very youngest babies to our senior citizens, 
everyone can attend this reunion highlight event and 
be perfectly comfortable.” 


e Fenced “Kiddie Corral” & youth 


activities for supervised evening fun 

Special youth activities in a safe, fenced play area 
with constant supervision will insure that the younger 
generations also enjoy the reunion, but without the 
dangers of a riverside site after dark. 

The Cradle of Forestry in America Interpretive 
Association, Pisgah National Forest, will provide very 
special kid’s activities, including face painting, 
games, balloon animals, and some surprises. 

Bring all the children and grandchildren so they, 
too, can enjoy the best reunion fun ever offered. 

The play area will be set up right in the middle of 
the action so that the children can see the band and 
stage, and be a big part of the family fun. 


From the American classics and pops to down-home bluegrass and heritage dance 
Presenting the best variety in reunion entertainment ever! 
For our very special 10 annual gathering, weekend of October15 


Mark your calendar immediately and 
plan to arrive in Brevard on Friday 
October 14 and stay through Saturday 
evening, October 15. Don’t miss a 
moment of the fun, the history, and the 


the 10" annual National Allison Family 
Reunion and an important milepost in an 
impressive string of achievements by the 
association. This year our entertainment 
will truly have something for everyone, 


fabulous 


Extra effort has 








There's something about close kinship that produces 
extraordinary vocal harmony. The Dowdon Sisters of 
Asheville, North Carolina, who learned to sing 
together in their cradles, exemplify just how 
flawlessly family voices can blend. They’re sure to 
make new fans among the Allison family with a 
program including traditional folk and gospel songs, 
Appalachian ballads, and lively fiddle and banjo tunes 
that will quickly draw a crowd onto the dance floor. 

“The sweetest, purest vocals with silk-smooth 
instrumentation from the most traditional Appalachian 
instruments are trademarks of the Dowdon Sisters,” 
says fan Michael Allison. “Their versatility is 
amazing! One moment you'll hear ancient folk tunes 
from our British Isle homeland, sung in early colonial 
days, and the next moment you’ll hear the ballads of a 
mountain granny as she learned them from her 
granny. And in another moment you’re clapping your 
hands to high energy, fiddle driven tunes for dancing.” 

These talented ladies and their band will perform 
during main daytime events at Brevard College. 
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heritage entertainment 
brings our past to life in living color. 
been put 
planning the entertainment for 2005 — 





that from the American classics and pops to 
the folk music and dance that we carried 
to a wild continent and that have evolved 


into cherished American folk forms. 


into 


The Dowdon 
Sisters Band 





Allison Melton 


Very talented Associ- 
ation member Allison 
Melton, Smyrna, Geor- 
gia, is a descendant of 
Benjamin Allison, Jr. of 
Maryland, North Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, the 
grandson of Thomas 
and Barbary Burch 
Allison of Maryland. 
She is the daughter of 
Martha Allison Melton, Conyers, Georgia, and the 
granddaughter of Louise Vandiver Allison, Lavonia, 
Georgia, wife of Thomas Autry Allison (deceased). 

Allison is a trained vocalist with a degree in voice 
performance from Georgia State University. In her 
performance career, she has sung on five continents. 
Allison will perform during main reunion events at 
Brevard College. 


The professionally trained 
members of Pyramid Brass will 
perform twice during the reunion, 
first during main reunion events 
for the memorial service with 
classical selections, and again later 
that evening outdoors with a 
sunset pops concert. The evening 
performance features a huge range 
of music, from American classics 
and pops, to toe-tapping ragtime 
and Dixieland jazz. There’ll be 
something for every age and taste 
in their vast repertoire. 





From Prater’s Creek on the upstate South Carolina 
side of the mountain comes The Drovers Old Time 
Medicine Show, playing hard charging, moonshine 
fueled bluegrass with a good dose of country humor. 
These country boys have fun doing what they do, and 
they always make sure their audience does too. The 
Drovers Old Medicine Show is just plain old, down- 
home fun music that is perfect for our special Saturday 
evening event. 

The Drovers don’t take themselves too seriously, 
but they do take their music and the proud heritage 
from which it springs very seriously. They hit the 
stage like the legendary Bill Monroe, the Stanley 
Brothers, and all the band's heroes' on the Grand Old 
Opry, such as Uncle Dave Macon used to do. Whether 
it's a foot stomping fiddle tune or a solemn gospel 
number, this hillbilly band is the real deal. 

Don’t miss the Drovers Old Time Medicine Show 
immediately after dinner on Saturday evening, 
bringing you wonderful old style mountain music for 
your listening and dancing pleasure. And there will be _ ee ee eee 
a crowd up dancing when the Drovers crank up! The Drovers Old Time Medicine Show 








*. 


wae Dancing in the moonlight with 
Southern Mountain Fire Cloggers 


im The Allisons just can’t get enough of the high 
ry. energy fun dished up by this talented troop of 
dancers! Back by popular demand, Southern 
Mountain Fire Cloggers return for their fourth 
d reunion show, this time for fireside dancing in the 
moonlight on Saturday evening. Southern 
Mountain Fire will join the Drover’s Old Time 
Medicine Show for a heaping dose of our heritage 
through the music and dance that was born in our 
British Isle homeland, was carried to America, 
and is still alive and well in the Blue Ridge. 
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Rooms to suit all tastes and all budgets for those who book early 
NOW is the time to make your reunion lodging reservations! 


The National Allison Family Reunion was 
intentionally founded to coincide with autumn in the 
high Blue Ridge Mountains, a choice that has proved 
to be genius. The reunion is now a fall 
getaway vacation for so many in the 
family, allowing great extra vacation 
benefits for reunion travel dollars. 

If you’ve never attended the reunion 
and this will be your first, you’re in for a 
treat. There’s just no better combination 
than the National Allison Family 
Reunion and high autumn in the 
mountains. Fall is peak tourism season 
in the Brevard area, and affords 
wonderful sight-seeing opportunities, 
especially along the heights of the 
nearby Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Competition for lodging is fierce 
during the peak fall color tourist season, but thanks to 
careful planning far in advance, the Allison family 
has plenty of rooms set aside for the reunion. That is, 
there are plenty of rooms available for those who are 
willing to follow instructions and reserve early by the 
cut-off date for each hotel. After that cut-off date, any 
rooms not taken for the reunion will be offered to the 
public at full rate. 

Once rooms not taken have been placed back in the 
public inventory, you’ll be competing with thousands 
of tourists for the same bed. And trust us, that 
competition is indeed fierce! Come the third weekend 
of October there won’t be a hotel room available in 
that entire area. It’s always a sell out! 

Right now, you have excellent options for rooms 
and rates. Not so later! 

Act now and take your pick! Get the best room to 
suit your tastes and budget. Fall will be here before 
you know it. And the deadlines for room reservations 
will be here even sooner!. 

Again for 2005, our reunion co-host hotels are 
Hampton Inn and Holiday Inn. These two choice 
options sell out first because of quality and 
convenience to events! Call today to get a room at 
either Hampton Inn or Holiday Inn. 


e Sunset Motel, Brevard 

Great choice for budget travelers. Pets warmly 
welcomed (only pet option in the area). Older but 
well maintained property. Family owned with loyal 
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following. Downtown Brevard area location on 
Highway 64 (415 S. Broad St.), only 8 blocks from 
Brevard college campus. One queen bed $50 plus 
tax, or two queen beds $60 plus tax. 
Kitchenettes with 1 queen bed $55 plus 
tax, or with two queen beds $65 plus 
tax. No rooms under contract for the 
reunion. All rooms first come, first 
serve. Hurry and book now for this 
option. Call 1-828-884-9106. 


e Econo Lodge, Airport 

Good choice for budget travelers. 
15-20 minutes northeast of Brevard near 
| Highway 280 (from Brevard) across the 
l Interstate from the Asheville Airport at 
I-26, exit 40. Very easy drive to 
Brevard on scenic rural road (Highway 
280). Continental breakfast included. Rooms $79.95 
per night plus tax. Call direct to Econo Lodge 
Airport (Asheville Airport) location at (828) 684- 
1200. You must request a room for the ALLISON 
FAMILY REUNION. Only 20 rooms held only 
for the reunion with special reunion rate. Offer 
expires October 1 if by chance rooms are still 
available that late. 


e Fairfield Inn (Airport) 

Very nice with many amenities, but moderately 
priced! Fifteen minutes north of Brevard on 
Highway 280 at I-26, exit 4, at the Asheville Airport. 
Easy drive to Brevard on scenic rural road with no 
traffic. Complimentary continental breakfast, indoor 
heated pool, and many amenities. Rooms with either 
two double beds or king-size bed $89 plus tax. You 
must call direct to the Fairfield Inn Airport 
location for the special rate. Call (828) 684-1144. 


To reserve one of the contracted rooms you must 
request reservation code NAFR. Offer expires 


September 14 if rooms still available that late. 


e Imperial Motor Lodge, Brevard 

Very convenient to Brevard College on Highway 
64/276, one half mile from campus. No special 
reunion only rates and rooms have been contracted, 
but Imperial Motorlodge does offer a practical 
solution once other lodging options are exhausted. 
For more information Call 1-800-869-3335. 


Our deluxe reunion 
co-host hotels 


The most popular reunion hotels drawing the 
vast majority of the reunion crowd, offering 
beautiful rooms with everything you could want 
to make your reunion experience perfect. Most 
convenient location to both Friday and Saturday 
evening reunion events. 

You must use the RESERVATION CODE 
AFR when requesting a room at either 
Hampton Inn or Holiday Inn. If you fail to use 
the reservation code, you will not qualify for 
one of the reunion rooms at reduced rates and 
will no doubt be told that the hotel is sold out. 


e Holiday Inn Express 
Hotel & Suites, Brevard 


Brevard’s newest and nicest with every 
amenity. Largest rooms. Reunion rate: one king 
bed or two queen beds $109.99 plus tax. Suites 
extra. Continental breakfast included. 


To reserve one of the contracted rooms you 


must request reservation code AFR. Call 1- 
800-465-4329 or call direct to Brevard 


location at (828) 862-8900. Limited number of 
rooms available at reduced rate. Offer expires 
August 1 should any rooms still be available for 
the reunion that late (doubtful). Holiday Inn 
normally sells out for the reunion weekend 
months before the reunion date. 


e Hampton Inn, Brevard 

On the former Benjamin Allison farm, just 
behind the historic circa 1816 Allison-Deaver 
House! 

Recently redecorated for a beautiful brand 
new look. All new deluxe bedding to be added 
before October. 

Site of Friday evening (October 14) 
reunion event. All rooms $109.99 plus tax. 
Continental breakfast included. 

To reserve you must request reservation 
code AFR. Call 1-800-426-7866 or call direct 
to Brevard (828) 883-4800. Limited rooms at 
reduced rate for limited time only. Offer expires 
August 1 should any rooms be left that late 
(doubtful). Hampton Inn normally sells out for 
the reunion months before the reunion date. 





e Camping opportunities 

IMPORTANT: Reservations are a must in the 
busy fall tourist season in such a popular, scenic 
area. Make your camping reservations now to 
insure availability. 

Davidson River Campground is located on 
Highway 276 in Pisgah National Forest, but is close in 
to Brevard and very convenient to reunion events (one 
mile from Friday evening event at Hampton Inn and 
one mile from Saturday evening event. Beautiful 
campground accommodating both tents and RV’s. 

There are no hook-ups available but the beauty 
of the campground offsets that potential negative. 
many Allison family members stay here during the 
reunion! Bath houses with hot showers are 
conveniently located in each camping loop. Water and 
dump station at entrance. Water faucets located 
throughout camping loops. 

To reserve campsites at Davidson River 
Campground, call the National — Recreation 
Reservation Service at 1-877- 444-6777 (toll free). 

Cascade Lake Campground is set on a beautiful 
secluded mountain lake approximately 11 miles from 
Brevard. Full hook-ups are available, as well as scenic 
waterfront sites. For more information or to reserve 
a campsite, call direct to the campground at (828) 
877-4475. 

Both Davidson River and Cascade Lake are operated 
by the Cradle of Forestry in America Interpretive 
Association, active supporters of the National Allison 
Family Reunion. 

Note to first timers: those who tent camp should be 
aware that temperatures do get chilly in the evenings. A 
rare cold snap can send temps plummeting down into 
the upper 20’s in the wee hours! Normally, seasonal 
temperatures range from the 30’s and 40’s for night 
time lows, and the 60’s and even the 70’s for day time 
highs. 


Need more information? 


Please contact the Brevard-Transylvania 
Chamber of Commerce visitor’s . infor- 
mation line at 1-800-648-4523 or visit on 
the web at http://www. visitwaterfalls.com/ 


Also, please feel to contact association 
president Michael Allison by telephone at 
(205) 672-2913, or contact Michael by e- 
mail at: dma12@bellsouth.net 





Important reunion papers 
coming August & September 


Watch your mail in coming months for important 
reunion papers you will need to process and return to 
the association by the cut-off date stated. 


e Reunion fundraising in August 

In August, along with your membership renewal, 
you'll receive your general reunion fund donation 
form, and your reunion floral fund donation. Each 
member or household is asked to please make a 
generous annual donation through either or both funds. 

The general reunion fund is just that, a general fund 
that pays the biggest chunk of all the reunion expenses 
that total in the thousands of dollars. 

The floral fund is a very special program that allows 
you to honor living family members through a donation 
to the floral fund, or to memorialize loved ones and 
ancestors through the fund. 

In addition to purchasing the beautiful reunion 
flowers, including the memorial wreath, the floral fund 
provides the printed souvenir reunion program, plus a 
few other special touches. 

All donations to the reunion floral fund are included 
in the printed program, inc ding the donors name and 
each living family member honored, or each loved one 
memorialized. 

Naturally, each individual or family attending the 
reunion is asked to make a donation in advance of the 
reunion. We must ask that everyone attending pay their 
fair share of the fun we all enjoy. Reunion attendance is 
not free. 


e Reunion Reservation and 


information packet in September 

In early to mid September you'll receive an important 
special mailing for the reunion. 

Included in that packet will be your reunion 
reservation form. The form provides space to make 
reservations for each member of your party and to 
order meals for all events your party will attend. 

The reservation form must be returned with payment 
for your catered meals by the cut-off date stated on the 
form, a generous one week prior to the reunion 
weekend. 

Also in that September mailing will be a final update 
to the reunion schedule and any last minute changes, 
along with easy to follow maps showing all highways 
leading into Brevard, North Carolina, and the location 
of area hotels, motels, and all reunion events. 
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Ba goes out to all 
members that it is time to make the 
annual reunion donation. So far, the 
family has never once failed to do its part. 
The Allisons are caring, generous people 
who love and support our work. 


Using the honor system to produce such 
an event can be nerve-wracking, but it 
truly is a wonderful approach that allows 
individuals to give on whatever level their 
means and personal circum-stances allow. 


We receive donations each year in a huge 
range of amounts. Donations come to us 
without fail each year, ranging from just a 
few dollars to $50 and $100 most 
commonly, and and as high as $500 and 
$1,000 — and every amount in between. 


Without a doubt, the Allison family 
treasures this amazing event and this 
priceless experience, and the family never 
fails to give generously to insure that the 


magic happens. _. 


PLEASE.. 
When you receive your donation form in 
August, please quickly do your part and 
immediately mail in your generous annual 
reunion donation. 





Comm Cusine 


Good things to eat from our cousins’ kitchens 





A down-home taste of Georgia — chicken pot pie 


With this issue’s heavy emphasis on the many 
Georgia lines of the family, it’s only fitting that we 
feature down-home Georgia cooking in this column. 

For our May issue, association board member 
Diane Guest of Tucker, Georgia in suburban Atlanta 
shares with us a recipe that has been handed down in 
her immediate line of the family, and is still used 
regularly at home and for covered-dish dinners. 

Diane’s delicious, easy, and quick pot pie recipe 
was passed down from her mother, Audrey Allison 
Robertson, who received it from her mother, Lyda 
Harrell Allison, wife of James Howard Allison, Sr., 
originally of Helen, Georgia and later of Decatur in 
the Atlanta area. 





be s { 3 
Diane Guest, dedicated long-term member of the board of 
directors, at home in her suburban Atlanta area Tucker, Georgia 
kitchen. Photo by Christopher Guest 


Diane Guest is member of the White County, 
Georgia branch of the family, founded there in 1824 
by her ancestor, Maryland born Benjamin Allison, Jr. 
and wife Cassandra who immigrated to that spot from 





nearby western North Carolina. 

Benjamin Allison, Jr. was the grandson of Thomas 
and Barbary Burch Allison of Maryland, the 
grandson of the English immigrants, Thomas and 
Mary, Lord and Lady of Christian Temple Manor. 

Benjamin and Cassandra’s son Thomas, born in 
North Carolina before the move to northeast Georgia, 
was Diane’s great-great-grandfather, from his first 
marriage to Louisa Jane Owen. 

Thomas and Louisa were the parents of Benjamin 
Posey Allison, Diane’s great-grandfather. Later in 
life Benjamin Posey Allison left his White County 
home and eventually settled in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. 


Cousin Diane’s chicken pot pie 


Note: Diane explains that the beauty of this dish is that it’s just 
as good in winter with canned or frozen vegetables as it is in 
summer with fresh from the garden vegetables. Canned 
vegetables can be substituted for fresh. 


Layer following ingredients into a 9X13" baking dish: 
2 cups chopped or shredded cooked chicken 
1 cup cooked peas, carrots, and diced white potatoes 
4-6 hard boiled eggs, sliced 
1 cup corn 


Mix together and pour over the chicken, vegetables, eggs mix: 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 can chicken broth 


Mix together, and pour over contents of baking dish: 
1 stick of butter, melted 
1 cup Bisquick or self-rising flour 
1 cup milk 
(This mixture will rise to the top, and form a crust.) 


Note: At this point, the dish will not look appetizing. Don’t worry! 


Bake at 350* for approximately 50 minutes, or until the crust 
rises to the surface and turns golden brown. 


Can you make a commitment for a donation? 
Reunion raffle and auction items needed 


Two great prizes just promised! 


The reunion auction and raffle are now well estab- 
lished parts of our annual gathering that not only 
provide fun and excitement, but provide desperately 
needed funds. Both the auction and the raffle are two 
incredibly successful reunion fund-raising projects 
that absolutely vital to our ability to pay for the fun 
we all enjoy. 

Again, we hope to offer three raffle items, two 
during day events at Brevard College, and one item 
during the evening event. 

In addition to the traditional reunion quilt offered 
during the morning day event raffle, for the last two 
years we've added a second and highly profitable 
quilt raffle for the evening. At this time, we do not 
have that second quilt and must turn to the members 
with an appeal for help. 

Thus far, two gorgeous, valuable items have been 
generously donated for the raffle, one quilt and a 
musical instrument (see below). 

At this time, no auction items have been 
committed. 

Please immediately contact association president 
Michael Allison if you can participate through a 
generous donation to the raffle and auction. 

Raffle items need to be of relatively high value in 
order for the raffle to generate the needed funds. 
Auction items naturally range from high to lower 
value, and always include a broad range of items. 


Handmade guitar donated by 


master instrument maker Ed Allison 

Ed Allison, Travelers Rest, South Carolina has a 
well earned reputation as a master musical 
instrument maker. For the last two years, lucky 
family members has gone home from the reunion as 
the new owners of one of Ed’s violins, won through 
the reunion raffle. 

From his magnificent violins, Ed has expanded 
into other stringed instruments, including the cello 
and guitar. And for 2005, some very lucky cousin 
will be going home from the reunion with one of 
Ed’s guitars! 

Ed is currently hard at work on the special guitar 
he’ll present on reunion weekend for the raffle. Ed is 
using precious dogwood tree wood for the neck, a 
wood that is prized among carvers for its tight- 
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grained beauty. 
Due to great popularity of the guitar among all 
ages, the guitar raffle is bound to create excitement. 


Ed Allison pictured with 
one of his beautiful 
handcrafted violins. New 
for 2005, Ed is crafting a 
very special guitar that 
will be enjoyed today, 
and will become a family 
heirloom tomorrow. 


Who will be the lucky 
raffle winner of a hand- 
crafted Allison guitar? 


Magnificent “morning star” pattern 


quilt donated for day event raffle 

Michael Allison, Sterrett, Alabama, has just 
donated a quilt for the day event raffle that is sure to 
cause a big stir as soon as it goes on display at the 
reunion. 

The morning star pattern is one of the most 
intricate, combining several quilting elements of the 
bold traditional star quilt with the ring motif of the 
very popular wedding ring pattern. 

Thousands of tiny pieces of cloth were 
painstakingly stitched together to form this authentic 
piece of American folk art — the patchwork quilt. 

The morning star quilt will be featured on the 
cover of the August issue. 


Needed for 2" raffle — a quilt! 


Do we have a generous quilter in the family 
who is willing to donate a piece of your quilting 
art for the second reunion raffle? 

If so, please contact association president 
Michael Allison immediately at (205) 672-2913. 


Door prizes also needed! 
Two to three dozen reunion door prizes 


are needed. Door prizes are naturally of 
lower value. Please contact Michael 
Allison (205) 672-2193 if you can help. 


Photo gallery 


Images from the past 





From Maryland to North Carolina to Georgia 
The Allison-Ledford line of White County, Georgia 


The Allison and Bird families of Maryland were 
closely allied, both in the old colonial Maryland 
home, and again later in the remote mountain 
wilderness of western North Carolina. 

Benjamin Allison, Sr.’s son Thomas Allison, Sr., 
born between 1753 and 1758), after the move to 


North Carolina married 
fellow Marylander Cas- 
sandra Bird, born 1760, 
the daughter of Benjamin 


and Elizabeth Bird. 

There is strong but 
unproved speculation that 
Thomas married a 


kinswoman in Cassandra. 
Some believe that her 
mother Elizabeth was an 
Allison, and it is true that 
Cassandra’s older brother 
was given the name 
Thomas Allison Bird — a 
strong hint of possible 
Allison ancestry in the 
Bird family. 

Thomas and Cassandra 
settled at Davidson’s Fort, 
a tiny settlement in the 
mountain wilderness that 
is today the town of Old 
Fort, North Carolina, just 
to the east of Asheville. 

Thomas was a success- 
ful farmer who amassed 
good lands which would 
soon be worked by his 
eleven slaves. 

There Thomas and 


Della Caroline Ledford Thomas (1872-1976) and husband 
John William “James” Thomas (1872-1946, seated on the 
tongue of a wagon at their Duke’s Creek, White County, 


Georgia farm in circa 1920. 


Cassandra raised a typically large family of eleven 
known children. Among them was daughter Sarah 
Cassandra Allison, born circa 1798. 


The vast majority of that family settled across the 
western mountain counties of North Carolina, but 
daughter Sarah Cassandra’s future was just to the 
southwest in the Cherokee lands of nearby northeast 
Georgia that would soon open for settlement. 

Sarah Cassandra married Curtis Aaron Ledford 





Photo courtesy Diane Holden 


and, by 1825, they were 
settled in the new Georgia 
home near her uncle and 
aunt, Benjamin Allison, 
Jr. (brother of Thomas 
Allison, Sr.) and wife 
Cassandra, plus her many 
first cousins. 

The Ledfords settled at 
the future site of the 
Loudsville Community, a 
site that still has strong 
significance for this fam- 
ily line. 

In the new Georgia 
home, the Ledfords multi- 
plied, as did the other 
Allison cousins, growing 
into one of the largest 
families of that area. 

Soon son Wesley R. 
Ledford was born in 
1838. Later he married 
Lucinda White. Among 
their 10 children was 
Della Caroline “Callie” 
Ledford, born 1872. 


Callie later married 
John William “James” 
Thomas. The couple 
settled as farmers at 


Loudsville where they raised a family that totaled 
thirteen children. James and Callie were buried at 
Duke’s Creek Baptist Church cemetery. 
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Milepost 


Moments in the lives of our members 





Welcome to the family 


Caden Emerson Taylor, 
Charlotte, North 
Carolina, born March 
30, 2005 





Long-term association members James and Kelly 
Kent Taylor, Charlotte, North Carolina became 
parents a second time on March 30 when they 
welcomed into the family son Caden Emerson Taylor. 

Kelly is the daughter of dedicated board of directors 
member Ann King Kent. Hot Springs, North 
Carolina, and husband Wilson, a member of the 
auxiliary board. 

Caden’s great-grandparents are active and 
dedicated association members Rev. William King, 
Jr. and wife Edith, also of Charlotte. William’s 
grandfather was the prominent Brevard, North 
Carolina physician Dr. Mitchell Malachi King, the 
son of Charlotte Elizabeth Allison and husband 
Samuel King. 

Charlotte Allison was the daughter of Samuel 
Allison, born circa 1799 in North Carolina, a son of 
Blue Ridge Mountain pioneer Francis Posey Allison, 
born 1778 in Maryland. 

According to all surviving written evidence making 
a statement of kinship, Francis was the son of Burch 
Allison (1763-1848) also of Maryland and North 
Carolina. There does exist the possibility that the 
vague records are inaccurate, and that Francis was 
actually Burch’s baby brother and a son of Benjamin 
Allison, Sr. instead. 

Benjamin was the son of Thomas Allison (who 
married Barbary Burch) of Maryland, grandson of the 
English immigrants, Thomas and Mary, Lord and 
Lady of Christian Temple Manor — Caden’s 11” 
great-grandparents. 
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In loving memory 





Moneta Allison Thorpe (1907-2005), Nashville, Tennessee 


Dedicated Allison family historian Moneta Allison 
Thorpe, 98, of Nashville, Tennessee passed away on 
February 20, 2005. She had spent the last several 
years in a nursing home following a major stroke. 

Moneta was a very generous financial supporter of 
the National Allison Family Reunion, and an avid 
reader of The Allison Family Voice until her health 
declined. Unfortunately, she was never able to attend 
the National Allison Family Reunion, but loved 
reading and hearing about it afterward. 

Moneta was born in Americus Georgia in 1907 to 
Arthur Webb Allison, Sr. (1882-1958) and Moneta 
Slaton. Arthur was the son of George Bright Allison 
(1856-1918) born in White County, Georgia, the son 
of Lemuel Riley Allison (1828-1897), a son of 
William I Allison (1797-1886) and first wife Abigail 
Padgett. 

William was born in North Carolina to Benjamin 
Allison, Jr. and wife Cassandra. Benjamin, Jr. came 
to North Carolina from Montgomery County, 


Maryland after the Revolutionary War with his 
father, brothers and sisters, and several first cousins. 
They settled in a mountain valley in the late 
afternoon shadow of Mt. Mitchell, highest peak in 
eastern America, at a tiny pioneer era outpost of 
civilization that is today the town of Old fort, North 
Carolina. 

Benjamin Allison, Jr. was the grandson of Thomas 
and Barbary Burch Allison of Maryland. He was the 
great-grandson of Thomas and Mary, Lord and Lady 
of Christian Temple Manor who were Moneta’s 7" 
great-grandparents. 

Moneta was a long-term, dedicated genealogist 
and historian. She was one of the early Allison 
family historians. According to dated writings, she 
was the first genealogist of the White County, 
Georgia line of the family. 

Many decades ago she regularly traveled back to 
White County, Georgia on many occasions in search 
of her roots and history. During her research trips 
she amassed a large collection of old letters and 
other family papers. The knowledge of the family 
she gained from those trips while talking to the 
oldest family members of that time is priceless. 

Moneta left behind lengthy Allison family history 
papers and charts, plus authored several papers, 
books, and booklets. In earlier years, she regularly 
wrote for several genealogical publications. 

Moneta was preceded in death by husband 
Richard Young Thorpe and son Joe Morris. She is 
survived by sons Richard Young Thorpe, Jr. of 
Wimberly, Texas and John Allison, Thorpe, 
Nashville; two brothers, long-term association 
member Arthur Allison, Jr., Charleston, South 
Carolina, and John Slaton Allison, Charleston; and 
seven grandchildren. 


Personal announcements 


Please provide the association with 
news of important life events of our 
members, especially births and deaths 
within the immediate families of our 
members. Photographs are gladly 
published if provided. Announcements 
will be published in the next available 
issue. 





Reunion 
memorials 
and honors 


Remembering those 
dear to you 
at reunion time 


A now cherished Allison family 
tradition affords members a won- 
derful opportunity to remember 
and honor individual family 
members at the reunion. Members 
are invited to contribute to the 
reunion floral fund in memory of 
ancestors and loved ones no longer 
with us, or to honor living family 
members. 


Honors and memorials will be 
published in the printed souvenir 
reunion program, and again in the 
November issue of this publication. 





History Helper 


Family history queries, requests for help, and news and updates 





Members are invited to publish queries or 
requests for help with family history. In addition to 
full contact information, please include all known 
names of all individuals in question, all applicable 
dates and geographic locations, spouse, children, 
siblings, and any other data that might help to 
identify the subject of your query. 


Query: John B. C. Allison 

I’m searching for the ancestors and descendants of 
John B. C. Allison, born January 23, 1824, probably 
in Lumpkin County, Georgia, died November 17, 
1916, buried Airline Baptist Church, Hall County, 
Georgia. He was married December 6, 1859 in Union 
County, Georgia to Mary Jane Gooch, born July 26, 
1837, Rabun County, Georgia, died August 31, 1927. 

Also buried at Airline Baptist Church: Martha Jane 
Allison, born December 25, 1860, died June 19 Jun 
1926; C. J. Allison, born about 1862. 

Submitted by: Cecil Daniels, (Gooch researcher), 
222 Alexandria Dr., Macon GA 41210. 478-477- 
6790. cdan @bellsouth.net 


Query: Benjamin “Ben” Allison 

I’m searching for the names of the parents and 
direct ancestors of Rev. Benjamin "Ben" Allison, 
born 1830 in North Carolina. 

Ben married Mary Ann Dyer, born 1831, daughter 
of Jasper Dyer & Mary Polly Waller. Ben and Mary 
are both buried at the Millsaps Baptist Church 
Cemetery, in Fannin County, Georgia on Ritchie 
Creek Road 

The children of Ben and Mary Allison are (1) 
Rebecca Adaline Allison [Patterson], born 1853; (2) 
Mary E. (possibly Elizabeth?) Allison [Patterson], 
born 1854; (3) Martha Jane Allison [Spivey], born 
1856; (4) Parilee Allison [Yother], born 1859; (5) 
Minerva Allison [Sellers], born 1864; (6) Dova 
"Dovie" Avaline Allison [Watson], born 1865; (7) 
Georgia Allison, born 1869; (8) Rev. George 
Washington "Wash" Allison, born 1870; (9) Louise 
Allison [Dyer]. born 1876; (10) Porter Allison. 
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Can you please help me connect Ben Allison to the 
proper line of the family? Thanks. 

Submitted by Beth Allen, 422 Oak Grove Road, 
New Hope, AL 35760-8639. E-mail: allenj @nehp.net 


Query: Cassander Allison Smith 

We have been searching for years for the family of 
my great-grandmother, Cassander Allison Smith, and 
her husband Jasper Nix Smith. 

Cassander E Allison was born July 5, 1837 and 
died November 24, 1908. Jasper Nix Smith was born 
September 18, 1832 and died Augusut 26, 1897. 

They married in Lumpkin County, Georgia on 
January 8, 1857. They are both buried at Providence 
Cemetery in Lawrence County, Alabama. 

Jasper Nix Smith’s parents were Jesse Smith 
(1801-1879) and Elizabeth Smith (1806-1885). They 
are both buried at Macedonia Baptist Church 
Cemetery, Dahlonega, Georgia. Jesse Smith lived in 
the Frogtown area of Lumpkin County. 

Can you please help us find Cassander’s 
ancestors? 

Submitted by: Don & Yolanda Smith, 334 Tower 
St., Trinity, AL 35673. (256) 355-7334. E-mail: 
dsmith459 @ aol.com 


Correction to Allison-Hefner history 

We’ve identified an error in the history of the 
family of Charlotte Allison Hefner, featured in the 
February issue. Please make note of this correction 
to our February feature story. 

Charlotte’s son Francis “Frank” Hefner did indeed 
have a son Arthur Hefner, sometimes identified as 
“Arthur, Sr.” He was the father of a child known as 
“James Arthur Hefner, Jr.’ And this is where 
confusion enters. 

James Arthur Hefner, Jr. was the father of a James 
Arthur Hefner to whose name the tag “Junior” was 
sometimes attached. That double “Junior” lead to 
confusion in which the lives of two different men, 
father and son, both named “James Arthur Hefner, 
Jr.” were combined as one. Please add an additional 
generation if tracking this family tree. 


n the spotlight 


Will the real Francis Posey please stand up? 


by Michael Allison 





For the May issue, we continue with a series of 
family history lessons begun last year. 

This quarter we present the story of our Allison 
ancestor Francis Posey of Maryland who was, 
according to our current level of knowledge, the 
earliest to come to America through his 1637 arrival 
in Virginia before settling nearby in Maryland in 
1640. 


Laying the foundation 

Thomas and Mary Allanson/Allison, Lord and 
Lady of Christian Temple Manor, our English 
immigrant ancestors, had only two known and 
proved children, Charles and Elizabeth. 

A small few claim a possible third son, John 
Allanson, but no records have been found to support 
that speculation. He was never named in family legal 
affairs. 

It was into the Posey family of Maryland that 
Thomas and Mary’s only known and proved son 
Charles married. 

For those who may not be aware, son Charles was 
properly named with the original Al/anson spelling 
of the surname, but during the course of his lifetime, 
the more contemporary Allison spelling often 
appeared. 

By the lifetime of son Thomas, the more ancient 
Allanson spelling vanished in favor of the contempo- 
rary Allison spelling which first briefly appeared in 
our family in 1662, and the spelling we’ve used 
almost exclusively in America for three centuries. 

Because Charles was the sole child to carry our 
surname, all of us who bear the Allison surname, or 
had direct ancestors who bore the surname, also bear 
Posey ancestry. Because of the Allison surname, it’s 
naturally been far easier to find and reunite Charles’ 
descendants than it has been with the family of his 
sister, Elizabeth Allanson/Allison Ford Whichaly. 

Through Charles’ marriage into the Posey family, 
the vast majority of the members of the National 
Allison-Allanson Family Association look to Francis 


Posey, the grandfather of Charles’ wife, as a direct 
ancestor. 

Unfortunately, Francis Posey bears another 
historical distinction. He is also the ancestor who has 
suffered most from irresponsible writers who have 
published terribly erroneous claims, both in the 
Allison family and in the Posey family. 

Sadly, due to the permanence of the written word, 
the fiction has become fact for those who naively 
embrace the printed word as gospel — no questions 
asked. 

Fortunately, in the Allison family at least, many 
are well aware of the fictitious claims that were 
published as a statement of fact, and now discount 
the troubled fairy tale. In spite of two published 
Allison histories and a half dozen Posey histories 
making these far-fetched claims, most Allisons are 
well aware of this fabricated “history”. 

While many in the Posey family have followed 
suite, there are still a few Posey descendants who 
promote the outrageous story of an alleged French 
Huguenot ancestry and fiercely defend its validity, 
armed with nothing more a desire that their illusion 
of noble ancestry go unchallenged. 

The Poschet fairy tale has several versions, but the 
most often repeated has it that our Francis Posey was 
originally Francois Poschet. The tale goes on to build 
a claim that he was born in France, a son of Marteyn 
Poschet of France and London, and a member of the 
Poschet family that was once heavily centered in and 
around Voyaux, Cambrai, France. 

The Poschets are a historically troubled lot, 
professing a shamefully fabricated history that landed 
their ancestors a title of nobility even though the 
whole affair was outright fraud. 

The French government caught on to the fraud 
only after the fact, after the title had been confirmed. 
Their claims of ancestry from a string of nobles have 
been well proved as bogus. And so have claims of 
Posey family descent from Poschet of France. 

There is not a record in existence showing that our 
Francis Posey ever once used the name Francois 
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Poschet or was even born in France. 

We have no knowledge at all of his parents, his 
place of birth, or their place of birth or ancestry. The 
Francis Posey story starts when he stepped from a 
ship onto the soil of Virginia. 

We Americans suffer from a collective social 
inferiority complex — an itch some of us try to 
scratch by latching on to titled European ancestors. 
Americans shamefully latch on to European titles 
and coats of arms, even when there’s not a shred of 
evidence of a connection. 

That’s the case with the alleged noble ancestry of 
the Posey family through the historically troubled 
Poschet family of France — a family for whom 
there’s not a single ounce of evidence even hinting 
of kinship to our Posey family. 


Meet the real Francis Posey family 

The real Francis Posey lacks the grand stories 
enjoyed by his fictitious counterpart. And his family 
history is far, far shorter, beginning in the year 1637. 

The Francis Posey of fiction enjoys a history that 
spans the Middle Ages and includes a family tree 
with more counts and countesses, and barons and 
baronesses than you can shake a stick at. It’s a grand 
tale, but the whole affair is an act of fraud! 

The existence of the real-life Francis Posey begins 
only in Virginia records, upon his arrival into the 
colony. His passage to Virginia was paid by a 
William Farrar, the son and heir of William Farrar, a 
wealthy early Virginian who figures heavily in the 
early settlement of that colony. 

Through early Virginia records, we see that Farrar 
was rewarded with free land for bringing 40 new 
colonists to Virginia to help populate the colony and 
make it a thriving, profitable endeavor. Our Francis 
Posey was among those 40 people who were brought 
to Virginia by Farrar in 1637. 

Prior to this record, Francis Posey simply doesn’t 
exist in any record that can be found on either side of 
the Atlantic. 

It appears a safe assumption that he was English, 
or at least was transported from England to Virginia. 
Farrar was most definitely English, as were most or 
all of the individuals brought into the colony by 
Farrar. Unfortunately, we have no knowledge of the 
ship upon which he sailed, nor a route for that ship. 

Little or nothing is known of Francis Posey’s short 
years in Virginia. Only after his 1640 move to 
Charles County, Maryland do records of his 
relatively short life become plentiful. 
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We have record of Francis’ 1640 move thanks to 
the system that rewarded him with free land for 
bringing himself into Maryland, just as transporter 
William Farrar was rewarded for transporting Posey. 

In 1649, Francis Posey distinguished himself 
among his fellow colonists through election to the 
Lower House of Burgesses from St. Clement 
Hundred, St Mary’s. He apparently served in 
government as an elected official from 1640 through 
1650. 

At some point in time prior to the birth of his first 
known child in 1650, Francis married Elizabeth, 
maiden name unknown. Some sources incorrectly 
claim her maiden name as Foster, through a bad 
interpretation of records, but that claim is now well 
discounted. No surviving record states her maiden 
name. 

A 1650 Maryland record tell us that Elizabeth was 
transported into the colony as a servant by a Mr. 
Fenwick about seven years prior, establishing her 
arrival in American in about 1643. 

Due to the harshness of life in the colony, the odds 
are high that Francis and Elizabeth Posey had 
children who died at birth or didn’t survive past 
infancy or childhood. Only two children survived to 
adulthood and were entered into records that have 
survived for us. 

Son John Posey, the direct ancestor of our Allison 
family, was born there in Charles County in or about 
1649 on the Potomac River, a short distance 
downstream from the site where Washington, DC 
would be founded. John lived until 1689 — a life 
than spanned 40 years and a relatively long and full 
life for that time and place. 

Young John Posey married Susanna, maiden name 
unknown, although some have incorrectly claimed 
that she was Susanna Belaine. That assumption has 
been proved wrong through original records. 

Daughter Ann Posey was born circa 1651 in 
Charles County. In about 1669 she married a John 
Mould. Her short life of approximately thirty-two 
years ended in or just before 1683. 

Francis Posey died at some point between March 
3, 1653 and May 23, 1654. Elizabeth outlived him 
by about 16 years and would be married twice more 
before she died in or just before 1669. She bore 
children by all three husbands, a total of seven 
known children, giving us a huge number of cousins 
that exist somewhere today through son John’s half 
brothers and sisters. 

The widow Posey married second to John Belaine 
who died in 1663. John and Elizabeth were the 


parents of two known children who survived to 
adulthood. Son Nicholas Belaine was born 
November 10, 1658. Daughter Grace Belaine’s date 
of birth is unknown. She married Giles Colliar. 

Following the death of Belaine, in about 1665 
Elizabeth married Alexander Smith. They had three 
known children who survived to adulthood. Their 
three daughters were Elizabeth Smith [Rivett], Mary 
Smith [Turner], and Sarah Smith [Hawkins]. 

Our direct ancestors John and Susanna Posey had a 
relatively high number of children to survive birth 
and into adulthood for that time. They were parents 
of seven known children whose names appear in 
surviving records, 

Susanna outlived husband John Posey and 
remarried to Thomas Austin. A few years later our 
“step-ancestor’ Thomas Austin would play an 
important role in our family’s history and the survival 
of our family in America. 

Thanks to undeniable records, it is proved beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that our Charles Allanson/Allison 
married into the Posey family, and that his father-in- 
law was John Posey, husband of Susanna and the son 
of Francis and Elizabeth Posey. Unfortunately, those 
same records failed to provide us with the first name 
of the Posey woman Charles married! 

Through a process of elimination based on 
surviving records, we see that there are only two 
daughters who could’ve married Charles — Mary or 
Elizabeth. Daughter Elizabeth appears to have a 
stronger possibility, but certainly isn’t proved as 
such. 

John and Susanna Posey’s family consisted of 
Benjamin Posey, born circa 1668; Susanna Posey 
[Philpott], born circa 1670; Elizabeth Posey 
[Allanson/Allison?], born circa 1676; Mary Posey 
[Allanson/Allison?], born circa 1678; Jane Posey 
[Cornish], born 1681; Humphrey Posey, born 1683; 
and John Posey, Jr., born 1685. 

Charles Allanson/Allison and wife 
Posey were not destined for a long life together or a 
large family. They both died young. 

Before they died, they had only one known child 
who survived infancy, Thomas, placing the survival 
of our surname and our bloodline in America at great 
risk. 

We have no idea of the day and year Charles 
Allanson/Allison was born. His birth fell at some 
point in time between 1663 (based on his parents’ 
September, 1662 marriage in London) and 1670, the 
first date his existence can be proved. He died 
sometime between February 20 and April 1, 1698. At 


the time of his death, Charles may have been as 
young as only 18 years of age, or possibly as old as 
35. 

Its quite possible, if not probable, that Charles 
Posey’s wife, either Elizabeth or Mary, died in 
childbirth or within a short period of time after giving 
birth to son Thomas. Records prove that when 
Charles died, son Thomas was left without parents, 
requiring that a guardian be selected to care for him. 

Young Thomas’ grandfather, Thomas Austin, 
second husband of Susanna Posey Allanson/Allison, 
would take that role. 

Through the son Thomas, the early colonial Posey- 
Allanson/Allison survived. Thanks to Thomas’s five 
sons, our family was finally established in sufficient 
numbers to insure our survival, and the survival of 
the surname in America. 

Francis Posey left this earth over three and a half 
centuries ago. Thanks to traditional naming patterns 
in the Allison family, both his bloodline and his name 
have survived. 

At least a dozen Allison men have borne the 
surname Posey as a given name. Some have been 
named simply as Posey Allison. At least one was 
named Benjamin Posey Allison, and at least two bore 
the full name as Francis Posey Allison. 

My own great-grandfather was one of them — 
Francis Posey Allison born in Maryland in 1778. He 
died in the new North Carolina home in 1867, just 
across the French Broad River from the site where 
the National Allison Family Reunion would be 
founded 129 years later. 


Allison reunions this summer 

e Hot Springs, North Carolina, descendants of 
Benjamin Byrd Allison, Sunday, September 18. 
For more information contact Arnold Allison, 
(828) 452-9256. 

e Old Fort, North Carolina, descendants of 
Lewis Jefferson Allison. Saturday, June 18. For 
more information contact Joan Allison Hyatt, 
(828) 686-5259. 

e Cleveland, Georgia, Mossy Creek Camp- 
ground, descendants of Benjamin and Cas- 
sandra Allison. Sunday, August 21. For more 
information contact L. Tom Allison, 770-996- 
9051. 

e Hiawassee, Georgia, descendants of Harrison 
Allison. Sunday, June 12. For more information 
contact J. B. Addis, (706) 754-9565. 





Presenting an extra special 
celebration to mark the 
milepost 10th annual National 
Allison Family Reunion 


eMonumental family portrait that will go 
down in history! 


e100’s of cousins from all across America! 
e Discounted lodging packages 
e Beautiful fall color and leaf lookin’ 


eArea attractions for a great fall getaway, 
including Blue Ridge Parkway, Cherokee 
Indian Reservation & Casino, Great 
Smokey Mountains National Park, 
Biltmore Estate, and so much more! 


eThe Dowdon Sisters Band 

Soloist Allison Melton 

ePyramid Brass 

eThe Drovers Old Time Medicine Show 
eSouthern Mountain Fire Cloggers 


eFriday evening socializing with after- 
dinner dessert party, live music, and 
surprises 

eFamily history swap-shop— great oppor- 
tunity for genealogists to exchange 
information and for all family members to 
talk to our family historians and ask 
questions 


e Elaborate main reunion events at 
beautiful Brevard College 


eHistorical exhibits drawn from all lines of 
the family tree 

eAuction, raffles, door prizes 

e Two delicious catered meals 

e‘The Magic of Autumn Past” on the torch lit 
banks of Davidson River with a huge 
heated tent, a delicious dinner, two big 
roaring fires, sunset pops concert, special 
supervised kids activities, outdoor stage 
and dance floor for the Drover’s Old time 
Medicine Show Band, Southern Mountain 
Fire Cloggers, and dancing in the light of 
the Hunter's Moon!! 


And so much more! 


Watch for updates coming 
soon with more exciting details 








The glory of high autumn in 
the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 


A wandering old British family 
celebrates its 347th year as a proud 
old American pioneer family 


THE 2005 


NATIONAL ALLISON 
FAMILY REUNION 


Weekend of October 15 
Brevard, North Carolina 





